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The International Congress of Vertebrate Mor-
phology is a premier multinational gathering.
Known for its breadth and depth of coverage, the
Congress brings together the best and brightest
morphologists of today, and encourages students of
morphology to contribute now and to grow with the
field for years to come. The Congress encourages its
more than 400 participants to listen, discuss, learn,
and take home new ideas to the classroom, field, and
lab. This collegial atmosphere creates opportunities
to enrich ideas and build collaborations.

Morphology is a field with a rich and long history,
and it remains one of the most dynamic and integra-
tive areas of biology and paleontology today because
of its intellectual depth and diversity. Morphology
teaches us how animals form (development and evo-
lution), what forms succeed (biodiversity and pale-
ontology), how they succeed (biomechanics and its
fitness implication), how vertebrates interact with
the environment (physiology and behavior), and
what forms have been possible (paleontology). Mor-
phology provided the earliest, and some might argue
the strongest, foundation for evolutionary biology.
Vertebrate morphology is the science that not only
gives us an understanding of our own form, but also
of the rich diversity that has fascinated so many
people from children to scientists for centuries.

The 7th International Congress of Vertebrate
Morphology (ICVM-7) explores exciting and dy-
namic areas of vertebrate morphology through six
plenary lectures, 19 symposia, four workshops, and
more than 300 contributed presentations and post-
ers. Morphologists work across scales and integrate
their data, ideas, and theoretical frameworks in
novel ways. The ICVM-7 plenary lectures demon-
strate this with topics that range from molecules in
morphology to development of form, through biome-
chanics to evolutionary dynamics, and into under-
standing of fossil faunas through merging tradi-
tional and emerging technologies. The 19 oral and
poster symposia and four workshops are equally
robust in their coverage and diversity. Symposia
encourage participants to gain enhanced under-
standing from concentrated and focused lectures or
posters, whereas workshops create novel and spe-
cialized opportunities for learning.

The 7th International Congress of Vertebrate
Morphology is hosted by Florida Atlantic University
in Boca Raton, Florida, USA. Florida Atlantic Uni-
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versity (FAU) was founded in 1964 on a 344-hectare
site located near the Atlantic Ocean. The main cam-
pus, which serves as the venue for most of the
ICVM-7 activities, is located half-way between Palm
Beach and Fort Lauderdale. FAU is a distributed
university with campuses to the south in Davie and
Fort Lauderdale and to the north at Jupiter, Port St.
Lucie, and at its partner institution, Harbor Branch
Oceanographic Institution in Fort Pierce. FAU of-
fers a broad range of academic programs, activities,
and services. In addition to the many research
projects and other creative endeavors being con-
ducted by individual faculty, more than 40 centers
and institutes dedicated to specific disciplines and
areas of investigation are in operation. Some exam-
ples in the fields of science and technology are the
Center for Environmental Studies, the Center for
Complex Systems and Brain Sciences, the Center for
Excellence in Biomedical and Marine Biotechnology,
the Center for Marine Materials, and the Center for
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology. FAU is a
member of the United States Geological Service en-
vironmental consortium. A number of faculty and
graduate student projects are ongoing in cooperation
with various establishments in the FAU Research
Park.

The ICVM-7 is hosted at Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity by the Division of Research and Graduate Stud-
ies, College of Science, Department of Biological Sci-
ences, and the FAU student organization ECOS.
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Making Headway — Craniofacial Development in Model
and Non-Model Vertebrates
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Mechanisms and Tradeoffs in Vertebrate Burrowing
(Organized by B. Moon and J.C. O’Reilly)
Morphology and Life Habits of Past and Present Giant
Vertebrates
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Finite-Element Analysis of Vertebrate Skulls
(Organized by C. Ross and Sponsored by the
Anatomical Record)
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